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BOROUGH  OF  FLINT. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the  Borough  ■ 
Council  of  Flint. 

Mr,  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour,  as  your  Medical  Officer,  to  present  to 
you  my  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1946. 

SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  Borough  remained  unchanged  at 
the  end  of  the  year  at  6,213  statutory  acres.  y - 

Population. — The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the 
population  of  the  Borough,  at  mid-year  1946,  at  13,160.  The 
corresponding  figure  for  1945  was  11,650. 

Inhabited  Houses. — The  Council’s  rate-books  showed  that 
there  were  3,787  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough  at  the  end 
of  the  year  under  report.  'The  population  density  was  2.11 
persons  per  statutory  acre  and  the  average  number  of  persons 
per  house  3.47. 

Financial  Conditions. — The  product  of  a penny  rate,  in 
respect  of  the  financial  year  1946-47,  was  £240,  and  the  rate- 
able value  on  1st  April,  1946,  was  £62,666. 

Sccial  Conditions. — The  industries  described  in  my  previous 
Reports  continued  to  provide  employment  for  the  majority  of 
the  residents  of  the  Borough,  and  again  I can  say  that  there 
was  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  health  of  the  people  was 
adversely  affected  by  such  industries.  The  general  standard  of 
health  has  been  well  maintained  but  one  wonders  whether  some 
relief  from  the  somewhat  restricted  and,  I venture  to  suggest, 
monotonous  diet,  caused  by  the  continued  rationing  of  the 
essential  foods  would  improve  still  further  the  health  of  the 
community.  The  housewife  (and  in  particular  the  mother  of  a 
large  family)  cannot,  one  feels,  attain  the  same  high  standard 
of  healtb  as  she  might  do  were  she  relieved  of  the  strain  of 
“queueing”  and  “improvising.”  She  would  also,  I think,  benefit 
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by  some  little  consideration  in  the  form  of  increased  ration  of 
the  staple  foods  having  regard  tp  the  long  and  arduous  manual 
work  she  is  necessarily  required  to  perform.  I mention  this  in 
order  that  the  statement  that  “the  health  of  the  people  has 
been  well  maintained”  should  not  be  taken  to  imply  that  in 
mere  normal  circumstances  it  could  not  reach  a still  higher 
standard. 

Vital  Statistics* — As  in  previous  reports  I have  given  the 
vital  statistics  for  the  Borough  in  tabular  form,  including,  where 
appropriate,  for  purpose  of  comparison,  the  corresponding  rates 
^e.g.,  for  births  and  deaths)  for  the  preceding  year  and,  in 
respect  of  the  year  under ^ rppprt,  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole. 

TABLE  1.— BIRTHS. 


Classification. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1000 
population. 
1946.  1945. 

Rate  per  1000 
total  (live  & 
still  births). 
1946.  1945. 

Live  Births — 

Legitimate 

153 

154 

307 

'23.33 

18.11 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

8 

4 

12 

.91 

1.71 

— 

Legit.  & Illegit. 

161 

158 

319 

'24.24 

19.82 

— 

— 

Stillbirths — 

Legitimate 

6 

, 5 

11 

.83 

1.12 

33.23 

53.06 

Illegitmate 

1 

— 

1 

.08 

.08 

3.02 

4.08 

Legit.  & Illegit. 

7 

5 

12 

.91 

1.20 

36.25 

57.14 

All  Births 

168 

163 

331 

25.15 

21.02 

— 

— 

(live  & still) 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  live-birth  rate  shows  an  increase 
of  4.42,  and  the  still-birth  rate  a decrease  of  .29  when  compared 
with  the  respective  rates  for  1945. 


The  live-birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year 
1946  is  given  as  19.1  per  1,000  population.  The  corresponding 
fate  for  1945  was  16.1. 


TABLE  2.— DEATHS  (General)  RATE. 


Rate  per  1000 

Males. 

Females.  Total. 

population. 
1946.  1945. 

All  ages  (all  Causes)  ... 

59 

66  125 

9.5  10.81 

The  death-rate  for  the  Borough,  it  will  be  seen,  shows  not 
only  a reduction  of  1.3  in  comparision  with  the  rate  for  1945, 
but  it  is  also  less  than  that  for  England  and  Wales,  which 
rate  is  given  as  11.5  per  1,000  population. 
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TABLE  3.— DEATHS  (General)  ANALYSIS. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Males. 

Rate 

Females.  Total,  per  1000 
population. 

Heart  Disease 

17 

13 

30 

2.28 

Causes  (not  otherwise  specified  herein) 

5 

11 

16 

1.22 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

3 

12 

15 

1.14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum... 

6 

2 

8 

.61 

Cancer  (sites  not  specified  elsewhere) 

4 

4 

8 

.61 

Cancer  of  buc.,  cav.  & Oesoph  (M), 
Uterus  (F) 

1 

3 

4 

.30 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

4 

.30 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  In- 
jury, Infantile  Diseases  ... 

2 

2 

4 

.30 

Influenza 

3 

1 

4 

.30 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  (not 
elsewhere  specified) 

2 

2 

4 

.30 

Digestive  Diseases  (not  specified)... 

2 

2 

4 

.30 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

— 

3 

.;23f 

Nephritis 

1 

2 

3 

.23 

Diabetes  ...  

— 

2 

2 

.15 

Premature  Birth  

1 

2 

3 

.23 

Tuberculosis — :non-respiratory 

2 

— 

2 

.15 

Pneumonia  

'2 

— 

2 

.15 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases... 

— 

2 

2 

.15 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

1 

— 

1 

.08  , 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

.08 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

1 

.08 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis... 

— 

1 

1 

.08 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

— 

1 

.08 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

.08 

Other  Violent  Causes... 

— 

1 

1 

.08 

Totals  

59 

66 

125 

9.51 

Heart  Disease  is  again  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  Causes 
of  Death  and,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  Table,  there 
was  one  death  from  Whooping  Cough  and  one  from  Diarrhoea 
in  ,a  child  under  the  age  of  ;2  years. 

TABLE  4.— DEATHS  (Childbirth). 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  death  occurred,  during  the 
year,  from  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth. 
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TABLE  5.— DEATH  RATES  (Infantile), 
(i.e.,  Infants  under  1 year  of  age). 


Classification. 

Males. 

Females.  Total 

Rate  per  1000 
live  births. 
.1946.  1945. 

England 
& Wales 
1946 

Legitimate 

...  6 

6 

li2 

37.62 

26.00 

— 

Illegitimate  . . . 

...  1 

— 1 

3.13 

4.33 

— 

Legit.  & Illegit. 

...  7 

6 

13 

40.75 

30.33 

43.00 

SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Officers. — The  Officers  serving  the  Borough  during  the  year 
under  report  were: — , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Dr.  W.  A.  F.  Twemlow,  M.R.C.S. 

(Eng.,  L.R.C.P.  (London). 

Town  Clerk:  Mr.  D.  H.  Davies,  Ll.B. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor:  Mr.  W,  J.  Avery,  M.I.M.E., 

C.R.S.I. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector:  Mr.  Arthur  Jones  (returned 

from  War  Service). 

Labcratcry  Facilities. — The  Public  Health  Laboratories  at 
Conway  have  been  extensively  used  by  your  Health  Officers 
during  the  year,  and  I would  like  to  record  my  high  apprecia- 
tion of  the  excellent  co-operation  given  to  me  and  to  your 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — The  Borough  continued  to  be  served 
by  the  voluntarily-provided  ambulance.  Unfortunately,  the 
voluntary  system  of  drivers  too  often  result  in  overlong  delays 
in  the  arrival  of  the  ambulance,  and  there  is  a very  grave 
danger  that  the  occasion  will  come  when  the  ambulance  'vill 
arrive  “too  late.”  The  system  does  require  a drastic  overhaul 
and  the  lead  must  come  from  the  Council.  As  mentioned  in 
previous  reports,  an  ambulance  is  maintfained  by  Messrs. 
Courtaulds,  Ltd.,  for  the  use  of  their  employees. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — The  fully- trained  Nurse  provided  by 
the  Flint  District  Nursing  Association  paid  more  than  2,000 
visits  to  patients  in  their  homes.  Much  valuable  assistance  has 
also  been  given  by  the  Detachments  of  the  Red  Cross  and  St. 
John  Association. 

Midwifery. — The  area  was  served  by  five  qualified  Midwives, 
two  of  whom  were  provided  by  the  County  Council.  Maternity 
cases  may  also  be  admitted  to  the  County  Council’s  Maternity 
Homes  at  Mancot  Royal  and  Prestatyn. 
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Treatment  Clinics  and  Centres. — The  following  Table  gives 
particulars  of  the  Centres  and  Clinics  at  which  facilities  for 
consultation  and/or  treatment  are  available  to  the  residents  of 
the  Borough: — 

Dates  and  Times  ’ 

Clinic.  Situation.  of  Opening. 

Tuberculosis 

(Provided  by  the  Welsh  ...Cottage  Hospital, ...Every  Tuesday, 
Nat.  Memorial  Associ-  Holywell.  10-30  a.m. 

ation  under  arrange-  Oaklands,  Queens- ...Every  Wednesday, 
ments  made  by  the  ferry.  10  a.m. 

County  Council). 


Venereal  Diseases 

(Under  arrangements... Royal  Infirmary,  ...Males:  Every  Wed- 
made  by  the  County  Chester.  nesday,  5 — 7 p.m. 

Every  Satur- 
. day,  12  noon-2  p.m. 

Females:  Every  Mon- 
day, 5 — 7 p.m. 

Every  Thurs- 
day, 5 — 7 p.m. 

Ante-Natal 

(Provided  by  County... The  Clinic,  Boro’... 1st  & 3rd  Thurs- 
Council).  Grove,  Flint.  days  of  month, 

9-30  a.m. — 12  noon. 

infant  Welfare  and 
Post-Natal 

(Provided  by 
Council). 

School  Clinic 

(Provided  by 
Council). 


County. ..The  Clinic,  Boro’ ...Every  Monday,  1-30- 
Grove,  Flint.  4-30  p.m.  Medical 

Officer  attends  2nd 
& 4th  Monday  each 
month. 

County... The  Clinic,  Boro’ ...Every  Tuesday,  9-30 
Grove,  Flint.  a.m. — 12  noon. 


Orthopaedic 

(Provided  by  County. 
Council  under  arrange- 
ments with  the  Robert 
Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt 
Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Oswestry). 


■ Holywell — Cottage 
Hospital. 

Rhyl — Old  Em- 
manuel School, 
Vale  Road. 

Shot  ton — New 
Clinic,  Central 
School. 


..2nd  & 4th  Friday  each 
month,  10  a.m,— 12 
noon. 

..2nd  & 4th  Friday  each 
month,  1-30 — 3-30 
p.m. 

..1st  & 3rd  Friday  each 
month,  10-30  a.m. 
1-30  p.m. 
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Hospitals  (PubHc  and  Voluntary) — I note  from  the  Report 
of  the  Flint  Cottage  Hospital  and  Nursing  Association  for  the 
year  ended  30th  April,  1947,  that  470  in-patients  received  treat- 
ment at  the  Hospital.  There  were  9 deaths,  and  183  operations 
were  performed  (85  of  which  were  classified  as  “major”).  The 
average  stay  of  the  patient  was  9J  days.  186  patients  attended 
the  Hospital’s  oat-patient  department,  involving  579  dressings. 
The  mobile  X-Ray  Unit  was  in  constant  use  and,  during  the 
year  under  report,  186  patients  received  benefit  from  this 
service.  The  number  of  X-Ray  photographs  taken  was  304. 

Patients  also  continued  to  use  the  varied  and  extensive 
services  provided  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Chester. 

Provision  is,  of  course,  made  by  the  Flintshire  County 
Council,  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  the  sick  and  infirm,  ut 
its  two  Public  Assistance  Institutions. 

Public  Mortuary. — ^It  is  hoped  that  a well-equipped  Mor- 
tuary will  be  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  the  not  far 
distant  future.  Meanwhile,  the  Borough  is  dependent  upon  the 
facilities  provided  by  the  Flint  Cottage  Hospital  Board. 

SECTION  C. 

Water  and  Water  Supplies.— For  the  year  under  report, 
the  sources  of  the  Borough’s  water  supplies  were  not  changed. 
They  remain  satisfactory  but,  it  should  be  noted  that,  owing 
to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  consumers,  the  total  volume 
of  water  supplied  is  now  greater  than  in  1945.  The  water  from 
all'  sources  is  chlorinated. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — A scheme  for  the  Bagillt  sewerage 
has  now  been  prepared,  and  an  enquiry  into  the  scheme  will  be 
held  by  the  Minister  of  Health  early  in  1948.  If  approved, 
the  scheme  will  be  a great  improvement  in  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments of  the  area.  Similar  schemes  are  necessary  for  the 
Oakenholt  and  Flint  Mountain  districts,  and  I hope  it  will  be 
found  possible  to  prepare  schemes  for  these  areas  in  the  near 
future. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  first  sewers  were  laid  in 
the  Borough  in  1847.  A century  has  therefore  passed  since  this 
first  important  step  in  the  safeguard  of  the  health  of  the 
Borough  was  taken.  We  may  justifiably  look  back  with  some 
sense  of  pride  in  the  advances  made  in  this  vital  sphere  of  the 
Authority’s  activities  but,  in  the  light  of  modern  science  and 
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having  regard  to  the  growing  expansion  and  development  of 
the  Borough,  we  cannot  fail  to  rea’lise  that  much  remains  to 
be  done  before  we  can  say  that  all  possible  measures  have  been 
taken  to  preserve  and  enhance  the  standard  of  health  of  our 
citizens. 

Public  Cleansing. — The  Council’s  refuse  tip  was  visited  by 
an  Inspector  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  during  the  year 
und/er  report,^  and  notice  has  since  been  received  from  the  Board 
requiring  the  Council  to  secure  new  tipping  areas.  Old  portions 
of  the  existing  tip  have  now  been  effectively  sealed  by  an 
application  of  surplus  earth  obtained  from  the  Council’s  housing 
sites.  Difficulty  has,  however,  been  experienced  in  maintaining 
adequate  supplies  of  earth  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  con- 
trolled tipping. 

Proposals  have  been  made  for  the  use,  as  a temporary 
expedient,  of  the  old  Red  Pits,  Old  London  Road,  but  no  agree- 
ment has  yet  been  reached  on  the  matter. 

The  need  for  new  tipping  areas  is  undoubtedly  urgent,  but' 
it  is  feared  that  no  sujitable  area  can  be  found  within  the  same 
radius  as  the  existing  tip.  This  difficulty  might  therefore  in- 
volve the  Authority  in  increased  haulage  costs. 

The  Council  has  placed  an  order  for  a larger  capacity 
collecting  vehicle  of  modern  design.  Early  delivery  may  be 
expected  also  of  the  new  mechanised  cesspool  and  nightsoil 
emptier  which  has  been  ordered  by  the  Council.  The  acquisition 
of  these  vehicles  w*!!!  go  far  to  eliminate  the  nuisances  hitherto 
attendant  upon  the  emptying  of  cesspools  and  nightsoil  pails. 

Sanitary  Inspection  and  Supervisien.— All  complaints  with 
regard  to  sanitary  defects  were  promptly  and  effectively  dealt 
with.  Figures  showing  the  number  of  routine  and  special  in- 
spections made  during  the  year  are  given  in  the  following 
Tables: — 


TABLE  6.— SANITARY  INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  ... 


..  198 


do.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds... 

do.  Courts,  Yards  and  Passages 


2 

1 

49 

2 

88 


do.  Water  Closets,  etc. 


do.  Offensive  Accumulations 


do.  . Rodent  Infestation 
do.  Rodent  Treatment 


..  11 
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Number  of  Cesspools  emptied  ...  15 

Defective  House  Diainage  ...  ...  ...  261 

Infectious  Disease  Visits  and  Re-visits 46 

Fumigation  and  Disinfection  7 

Additional  Fumigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Inspection  of  Bug  Infestation  Treatment  ...  3 

Total  Inspections,  etc.  ...  ..  ...  715 


TABLE  7.— MISCELLANEOUS  COMPLAINTS 


(for  which  Notices  were  issued). 
To  abate  a Nuisance  ...  , 

Works  to  Drains  

Repairs  to  Closets  ...  

Supply  of  Dustbins... 


2 

2 

15 

63 


SECTION  D. 

Housing. — Very  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  with 
the  Council’s  post-war  housing  programme.  Seventy  pre-fabri- 
cated  “Arcon”  type  bungalows  were  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  year,  and  work  commenced,  in  July,  on  sixty  per- 
manent houses.  Owing  to  the  several  difficulties  arising  out  of 
short  supply  of  materials  and  labour,  progress  has  been  rather 
slow,  but  work  has  continued  steadily  and  we  can  at  least  state 
that  we  have  not  fallen  behind  other  Authorities  in  this  con- 
nection. Plans  have  been  approved  by  the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health  for  the  erection  of  a further  twenty-two  houses  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  Flint,  and  a contract  has  been  entered  into^ 
with  a view  to  work  commencing  on  this  scheme  at  a very  early 
date.  The  Bagillt  area  also  has  not  been  neglected.  A scheme 
for  the  development  of  the  Wern  Estate  has  been  prepared  and 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval.  The  Council  is  deter- 
mined to  press  on  with  its  housing  programmes  until  it  can 
be  said  that  accommodation  has  been  provided  for  all  its, 
citizens. 

SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervisian  of  Food. 

Milk  and  Milk  Supplies. — No  complaints  were  received  with 
regard  to  milk  and  milk  supplies  in  the  area  during  the  year.. 
This  can  be  taken,  I think,  as  an  indication  of  the  good  quality 
of  the  milk  supplied  and  of  the  care  and  attention  given,  in 
the  matter  of  cleanliness,  by  the  producers  and  retailers.  A 
number  of  inspections  were  also  made,  by  your  Sanitary  Officers,, 
of  the  dairies  within  the  Borough  and  no  incident  or  condition 
was  found  necessitating  any  adverse  comment. 
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Bakehouses. — No  complaint  was  received,  nor  was  any  con- 
•dition  found  on  inspection,  warranting  action  under  this  head.\ 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Condemned. — Routine  visits  apd 
inspections  were  made  to  shops  and  food  depots  , in-  the  area, 
and  the  following  is  a list  of  the  articles  of  food  which  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  therefore 
condemned  and  disposed  of: — 7 doz.  eggs,  SOjlbs.  bacon,  1 tin 
bacon,  1 tin  pork,  156  tins  milk,  82  bottles  milk,  131  ..tins  veget*^ 
ables,  21  tins  beef,  381bs.  beef,  19  tins  fish,  4621bs.'.  kipper, s, 
1121bs.  cod,  8 tins  beans,  lOlbs.  cheese,  3 tips  M*,  & V.  - 

SECTION  F.  V > ^ 


Prevalence  cf,  rind  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases, 

(excluding  Tuberculosis).  . 

TABLE  8.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES.  * . ' 


Name  of  Disease. 

No.  of  Cases 
Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

•Total 

Deaths; 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  32 

20  ... 

2\. 

Pneumonia 

...  31 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

5 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

4 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. , . 1 

— 

— 

Totals  

...  74 

20  ... 

2 

TABLE  9. 


ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  figures  shown  in  Column  1 of  the  foregoing  Table  are 
analysed  in  age  groups  below: — 

Number  of  Cases  notified  as  having  occurred  among  persons 
Disease.  of  the  ages  immediately  below  specified. 

0-  1-  3-  5-  10-  15^25-~45-  65-  tJ’kn  Tot^ 

Scarlet  Fever  4... 14...  8...  6 32 

Pneumonia  ...  1...  1...  3...  6...  2...  1...  8...  8...  1 31 

Erysipelas  1 2...  2 5 

Diphtheria  1 2 1 4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 1 

Cerebro- Spinal 

Meningitis  ...  1 1 

Totals  ...  2...  6.. .17.. .14.. .11...  2.. .10.. .11...  ^^4 
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Isolation. — The  Authority  is  a constituent  member  of  the 
St.  Asaph  Joint  Hospital  Board.  Cases  of  infectious  disease 
occurring  in  the  Borough  which  require  hospital  treatment  are 
therefore  sent  to  the  St.  Asaph  Isolation  Hospital,  and  are 
conveyed  there  in  the  Hospital’s  ambulance.  Nineteen  such 
cases  were  admitted  to  that  hospital  during  the  year  1946. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. — Another  Publicity  Campaign  was 
carried  out  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  This  took  the 
form  of  the  displaying  of  posters,  the  presentation  of  films  and 
slides,  and  the  adoption  of  a scheme  whereby  birthday  cards 
are  sent  to  children  on  their  first  birthday,  bringing  to  the 
notice  of  parents  the  importance  of  early  immunisation.  Im- 
munisation sessions  have  been  held  every  Saturday  and  the 
response,  while  capable  of  improvement,  has  not  been  unsatis- 
factory. The  number  of  immunisations  carried  out  during  the 
year  was  2,758.  Of  the  estimated  child  population  under  5 years. 
56.470/0  is  immunised  and  92.71  o/o  of  the  children  over  5 years. 

The  County  Council’s  Health  Visitor  has  also  made  a 
valuable  contrihution  to  the  success  of  our  efforts  in  this  direc- 
tion by  using  her  persuasive  powers  with  parents  and  following 
up  the  cases. 


TABLE  10.— TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  notified  during  the  year  1946. 


New  Cases, 

Age  Groups. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary.  Total 

Males. 

Females. 

Males.  Females.  Cases. 

0- 

1- 

— 

1 

1—2 

15- 

2 

3 

— — 5 

25- 

1 

1 

— — 2 

35- 

3 

3 

— — 6 

43- 

— 

— 

— — — 

55- 

— 

1 

— — 1 

65- 

— 

— 

_ 1 

All  ages 

6 

9 

1 — 16 

Having  regard  to  many  and  varied  difficulties,  and  demands 
and  strain  upon  the  men  al  and  physical  faculties  of  the  people, 
consequent  upon  the  war,  I consider  that  the  general  health  and 
physique  of  the  community  is  remarkably  good.  Nevertheless,, 
as  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  Report,  I feel  that  we  might 
see  more  obvious  beneficial  results  of  the  education  in  health 
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matters  which  has  been  so  extensively  given  by  local  and  central 
•authorities  in  recent  years,  if  some  relaxation  of  the  many 
restrictions  could  be  made.  However,  it  can  at  present  only 
be  stressed  that  attention  to  all  matters  calculated  to  contri- 
bute to  the  maintenance  of  the  present  standard  of  health, 
and  wherever  possible  to  improving  such  standard,  has  now 
become  a function  of  the  first  importance,  as  economic  recovery 
will  only  be  possible  if  the  people  can  maintain  a high  standard 
of  health  and  vigour. 

I have  received  the  sympathetic  consideration  of  you,  as 
members  of  the  Council,  and  much  valuable  co-operation  and 
assistance  from  your  Officials  during  the  year.  For  this,  I am 
indeed  grateful,  and  I offer  my  very  best  thanks  and  feel  sure 
that,  given  favourable  conditions,  we  will  be  able  to  ’'eport  more 
spectacular  progress  in  all  branches  of  our  Health  Services  in 
the  next  year. 

I remain,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

W.  A.  F.  TWEMLOW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


33,  Church  Street, 

Flint,  August,  1947. 
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